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Wednesday Octobe

Bats at Ben Lomo

s’A blind snake.

Story Ellen Nyberg

'I'he New England is home fo some- :
of - Australia’s best “woodlands. %o :
the .
High . Country Urban Blodxversnyffz"-
(HICUB) project . coordinated - the::
New. : England’s ~ first ‘Woodlands::.
Week’. The week aimed to raise’

celebrate - their significance, -

awareniess of woodlands; their flora
and faiina, the threats they face and

management optlons_ : :
: Kicked off in Arnnda[e on

volunteer - bush regenerators ‘over:
the years, especially’ Kate Boyd,
who is a champion- for the area.-
With the community gathered

around, Deputy Mayor, Jim Maher

onderul

" Jaunched the week and talked about
¢ the. importance - of  ‘maintaining
‘haturat
towns. Visitors were-freated to. a
tour of the remnant, ‘and able. to,
“before”’ photogmphs._-
taken - at regenerated sites, -~ The:
remnants are a: showcase of local -
-urban: biodiversity. Three species of

woodland ~ remnants:<:

compare

microbats, koala scats, four species

of: reptlles two frog species: and
27 birds: were- observed, as well as

‘intéresting: i 1nvertebrates and

found in the remnant.on North Hill.

Once the storm broke, the group set -

off to find some nightlife. They were

in. various invertebrates

- LocALNEws |

‘able to find sugar gliders, brushtail..

possums; several species of bals, and

- On Monday night. the festxv:tles

‘moved_ to Ben.:Lomond. Over 30 ;
“locals turned: out-to-learn about the
flora and fauna. of the high altitude. . -
- woodlands in the district. The first."
stop was the Ben Lomond: railway
cutting, - just north. of town. - After .-
inspecting. raré orchids and _the .
railway line, everyone headed back .
to the hall for dinner and. a fauna. ..
“stiow-and-tell with Phil Spark:After
dinner the group headed out into the . -
freezing night to climb: half way up -
“The Brothers™ with spotlights. The
. “'night finished: with:wa ‘campfite in
.undér.: cover, Phil . showed them. . {
some of the frogs and reptiles he had . -

town to thaw out frozen ﬁngers

“Wednesday - focused: on’ Walcha - we
K w1th a woodland walk through

the Town Common and adjacent

travelting stock route. Phil Spark

through. the woodland, pomtmg ‘out
‘zplant; and: w11d11fe spec

aohlan Copelan 1ed the grot
1t th

_o an_enthralled

nest boxe for parrots bats and sugar

. ghders to.be installed on Mt Mutton

and in, The Gl,en_.; xtra_habitat on

evening

Mutton gu;ded'-by Phil: Thanks"to

personal with local
To . conclude.-

_Armldale Tree Group had prepared"

. Bverything was set-for a great'day,
Ne1ghbourhood .

except. for the. weather. The field-

.day at the Woodland Centre and the:

Mike O’Keéeffe M morga g

oodland:
highlighted th !

- woodlands. “A - §teady: ‘stream : of
'people joinéd: in:site: towrs -to:Jook
at the Tree Group’s trials:

‘restore.
grassland plants, A quick.tour of the




